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THE FIRST PAGE 

A little black thing among the snow. 
Crying " 'weep! 'weep!" in notes of woe! 
"Where are thy father and mother? say?" 
"They are both gone up to the church to pray... 

From "The Chimney Sweeper" by 
William Blake 

Life for at least the privileged minority of the world's children has 
become easier since Blake's day, but even for children of affluence the years 
of childhood are seldom a time for freely pursuing the tasks of childhood: 
growing and learning and being. Some old afflictions persist, and at least 
in our own country some new hinderances have been devised. In this issue of 
OUTLOOK we examine one way of combating an "old affliction," and we look at 
a new "problem" which has been defined into existence by the discovery of a 
solution for it. The "old affliction" is corporal punishment, which undoubt­
edly dates back as far as childhood itself. Nora Meilin-OIsen, of Norway, 
tells of her practice of intervening when she sees children being abused in 
public, capitalizing on a new Norwegian law making it illegal for parents to 
strike their children. In this season of Watergate and the issues of public 
responsibility which are being raised, it is useful to have a reminder that 
in our private lives as they intersect those of others there are responsi­
bilities which we too often neglect. 

The new "problem" is that of the "hyperactive child." The solution 
which invented the problem is a drug. The artificial constraints most schools 
impose upon children both suppress much natural behavior and elicit much be­
havior which is then termed deviant. Since it is far easier to change individ­
ual behavior (or at least force it underground) than to alter institutional 
patterns, the administration of psychoactive drugs such as Ritalin has become 
endemic in many school systems. In a brilliant piece of investigative jour­
nalism which we are pleased to reprint, Diane Divoky has explored this drug-
abuse problem at length. "Toward a_ Nation of Sedated Children" will, we hope, 
make our readers mad. 

We also present in this issue two articles reflecting the positive side 
of childhood -- what can go right to facilitate learning and discovery. 
Frances Hawkins and Betty Kellogg share some glimpses into the world of four-
year-olds. Mary Elstgeest, writing from Tanzania, gives us a rich account of 
the explorations of some older children which grew from a surprising starting 
point. 

Elsewhere in OUTLOOK #9, Paul Pilcher looks critically at the develop­
ment of Teachers' Centers in the United States. He points out that the educa­
tional and political conditions affecting teachers in the United States differ, 
perhaps critically, from those in England. A blind importation of the English 
model, therefore, may well mean that "most teacher centers will die on the 
vine." 

Thanks in part to the work of such collectors as Peter and Iona Opie of 
England, the world of children's language, lore, and games has in recent years 
become a respectable and fascinating subject for study. Bernard DeKoven 



chooses one children's game which is almost universal in this country, tic-
tac-toe, and examines in detail the way children learn and transmit the game. 
One of his most surprising findings is that tic-tac-toe is not a simple game 
at all. There may be only three explicit rules, but he has identified no 
fewer than nineteen implicit rules. 

Completing this issue of OUTLOOK is Lewis Thomas' delightful article on 
animal sounds and their significance. 

The Mountain View Center is pleased to announce that Ronald Colton has 
joined its staff. During 1966-67 Mr. Colton worked with the Elementary Science 
Advisory Center, predecessor of the Mountain View Center. A botanist, who for 
many years has been involved in curriculum projects in England designed to ex­
tend environmental education in both primary and secondary schools, Mr. Colton 
brings back to Boulder a wide range of talents and enthusiasms. 

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS 

Mary Elstgeest ("Dennis Dungball") grew up in the Mountains of Vidunda in 
Tanzania. She completed her teacher training at the Morogoro College of 
National Education in 1966. She writes, "While I was a second-year student 
at this college the "antlion" was introduced to me and with this introduction 
to "New Science" I was equipped to face the world of children." After a term 
of National Service and two years as a teacher she returned as a science tu­
tor to Morogoro College, where she worked with her former teacher, Jos. 
Elstgeest. She and Jos. were married in 1970. In August 1971 they both took 
part in the Science Education Programme for Africa workshop on teacher educa­
tion in Nairobi, and during that time "Dennis" was written, 

Nora Mellin-Oisen ("Issues of Corporal Punishment") lives near Bergen, Norway. 
The mother of two children, ages six and ten, she has worked as a part-time 
teacher in primary schools for several years. She is currently completing 
work for a Master's in education at the Training College for Nursery School 
Teachers. 

Paul Pilcher ("Teacher Centers: Can They Work Here?") is completing his Ed.D. 
at the University of Massachusetts, where he is a consultant and lecturer on 
open classrooms and has served as director of the Reading/Study Skills program. 
He has written, wi-th a friend, a children's musical based on the story, "The 
Velveteen Rabbit," which was performed in Cincinnati in March. He is also 
director of a summer camp. 

Frances Hawkins and Betty Kellogg ("Work in Progress: A Room at Head Start") 
have been collaborating this year on documentation of work with young children. 
Frances Hawkins is a staff member of the Mountain View Center. For many years 
she has been a teacher of young children and a consultant to various preschool 
programs. She is the author of the book The Logic of Action: Notes From a 
Teacher's Diary. Betty Kellogg's career has taken her from teaching English 
in a California high school through being the mother of five children and into 

Continued on page 48 



DENNIS DUNGBALL 

Mary Elstgeest 

Dennis Dungball is a wealthy landowner who lives in the grassy fields 
along Lake Victoria at Butimba, Tanzania. For his wealth he depends on the 
cows grazing in his fields who generously drop his livelihood all over the 
place. Dennis is a beetle; in fact, he is a multitude of beetles. For some 
four weeks Dennis interacted with a group of children in a most fascinating 
way. 

How It All Started 

The Teacher (with dragonflies in mind) set out with her class VI on a 
nature-trailing trip around the playing fields and meadows near the school. 
She wanted the children to notice some of the insects that could be found in 
this place, especially the dragonflies which were numerous and which followed 
people in swarms wherever they went. 

The children were at once engaged in their observations. They cut 
branches and started beating the dragonflies out of them so they could get a 
close look at the flies' structure. Some dragonflies were completely crushed; 
others had broken "tails," yet they could fly way, way up. Still others had 
their "tails" completely cut off, yet they could still move; they kept trying 
to fly, but couldn't get very far. Then the first questions arose: 

How come they can move though they are injured? 

Can we substitute an artificial tail for the real one? 

The first question could not be easily answered. The children tried, 
though, and suggested that perhaps the insect, unlike other things they knew, 
does not die in every part of its body at once. 

Some children tried to replace the real "tails" with grass stalks, to 
see if the dragonflies could fly on their artificial" tails. This didn't 
always work, for the obvious reason that the grass tail was too heavy and 
put the dragonflies off balance so that they dropped after being let free. 
Some, however, did regain their balance and flew away, to the- children's de­
light. 

Fascinating though it was, this game was a little cruel, and other ques­
tions were raised. After all, living insects are more interesting than dead 
or crippled ones: 

What do dragonflies eat? 

How far off the ground do they normally fly? 

Why do they follow people so persistently? 

These three questions were not so difficult to answer, for the children 
actually caught a dragonfly with a lakefly in its mouth, thus settling the 
first problem by saying that they eat small insects. They could also measure 
the height at which dragonflies fly. This varied, of course, but the dragon­
flies that followed them In the grass kept at a rather constant height. The 



children also guessed that perhaps when people move through the grass they 
stir up the little insects that inhabit it, giving the dragonflies an easy 
chance to catch their food. 

How It Developed 

While this exploration was going on other children had become involved 
in observing other insects such as grasshoppers. But soon it was the dung-
beetles which caught their special attention. These were easily found in 
cowdung heaps readily supplied by the cows belonging to the nearby Teachers' 
College. These children were not much interested in the dragonflies, but 
this didn't worry the teacher at all for it opened a wider study of insects. 

Once the curiosity about the dragonflies cooled off more children be­
came interested in the dungbeetles. Fascinated by their busy activities, 
the children began quite an extensive study. They tried to find out the fol­
lowing: 

Their structure. 

Where they are found and where they live. 

How they make their dungballs. 

Where they drag them to. 

How far the balls are carried away from the dungheap. 

What they use the balls for. 

How heavy the balls are in relation to the beetles. 

How strong the beetles are. 

How they store their balls. 

How the beetles reproduce. 

Whether they stay in one heap of dung or move from 
heap to heap. 

Whether they can climb slopes. 

Whether, and how, they can be kept for further 
observation. 

How many different kinds of beetles can be obtained 
from one heap. 

These are some of the problems the children actually worked on. From 
the first observations, in which they got acquainted with the insects, they 
all proceeded to more difficult problems and investigations. In the begin­
ning most of the time was spent observing the beetles' structure and watch­
ing them at work. While thus occupied, the children discovered many inter­
esting things. 


